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GLANCES. AT NEW BOOKS. 


On the Economy of Machinery and: 
Charles Babbaye, Esq. A.M. Go. Londow: Koigue, ‘eon? 
THE BOOK i 


Tits work i is exciting, Soe np 
which the interesting ects, t 
the masterly pian ge e handled, will be 
found’ amply to reward. which hen’ Ars getieral acausin- 
ance with science, and his known acuteness, are 
tees to the reader, that the facts nted to him are 
correctly stated ; and therefore any difference of opinion 
which may arise in the will not be with regard to 
the facts, but to the in drawn from them. Ws 
have heard some ‘Objections from persons engaged in 
businéss, to the unreserve with which, what are beectuity 
considered, the secrets of trade are here disclosed ; but 
On at any fate js hot likely t to be displeasing 
éneral reader, aud is in i wé ‘suspect, more 
of an habitual HO ch matters, than. of 
on in any trade are 
oo ee it is we WHat the public s oy ds Sevan Know it; and 
if ¢ are not, we see 110 attained by 
; for everybody will be miles to pay, above the 
actual eost of an article, such a dégtee of profit as may 
enable the vendor'of it to serve him with it, when he 
wants it: and even supposing otherwise, the muteal in- 
terests and convenience of ‘the two must éyentu- 
ally bring about a fair :remuneration to the vendor. It 
must be admitted, however, that temporary dissatisfac- 


tion may be created by revealing the profits in any given 
trade, because, in the absence of a knowledge of vf the 


deal of attention, 
her with 


circum eer connected with that trade, they may appear | 


rk by rete piyelecom We may. illustrate _ this 


chapter in the. present. volume, 
Lorch (the 20ch, he comtnatin of masters against the 
oe of arte 


are’ let -into! all the 
shards actuiil cost, of the book, 

the price from on sere to the publisher, from the pub- 
lisher to the retail Bookseller,” &c, &c. besides: a great 
deal of information as'to the of booksellers, to 
secure to Cede a AA Paste pies profit, and fo push off 
the works they We think all this will te useful 

understood ; but, that in 








ciple the seller of al pau can, in di 
to the purchaser be jure 
it, The law, th 
at least its, usual 


still there is 


; A 
Ferelit 


booksellers d whi 
most lis Sa whi 
equitable, different regulati 
trades are a Angait 
general, principles, 

agalost the books 
most of his reasoning, - 
fallacy. For instance, after, entering 
progress of A six shil illing aba 
the value of paper and print, to 3s, “or 
to the author,—4s. 2d. and 4s,.6¢. ine es erg 
circumstances, which the retail bookseller pays,—to, Gs, 
the ultimate price to the public, he saywiter..° 

“The volume. thus purchased of the | oongre agtiay obit 
42, 6d. is retailed by, the bookseller. to. the won 
the gne case he makes a profit of 44, in the cent 
Eteo the smaller. of hve two rates of profi 
ployed, certainly Abe ars to be too lange, ‘ar 
that when a’ ser enquires for a 
sods across the street to the wholesale 
this trifling service one-fourth | 

ays; and perhaps the retail dealer 
the price whieh: the volume’ costs‘bim. It is stated 

that all retail booksellers allow.1o thelr customers @ discount of 
10 per rent. upon ardets ahove 30 suliogarand duet therefore the 
nominal profit of 44 of 33 per ceot, is considerably reduced. If 
this is the case, it may fairly be engnred, why the price of 2/, for 
example, is printed upon the back.of a book. whem every book - 


38 
it 


8 takes six. mobths credit 


| seller is ready to sell it at 12. 16s. aed ir those yhe.ane mnt 
| acquainted with that circumstance, 


than others who are better informed ? oT reason on bis tose 

assigned for the great profit charged » gamely, that 

the purchasers take long eredit. ah bly a fi and 

admitting it, no reasonable person can toa jafe 

increase of price, Ent eva equally ‘len ‘gentle. 

men who dp pay ready money, should be charged the same 

prise as pons gs Sag their seine patos ne remote eg 
the couttry, there. ag of reason for a 

considerable Ot arate, fencers yo 

because the profit ‘of the praca 

by'the ¢ ‘of the conveyance of 

even it’ this case, \it “to be 


with the rate of’ inte vhich capita 

o © Phat the 2 

2 The he pb eat 
Botwithstanding the 
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at the subscript : ase, that 7 
he himself doesn tim at ri 7 per 
cent. It shgntdf rally 


a retail as wel oles 500 ; idés the 
profit which he reglizes on every copy sold by him in his capacity 
of agent, he is allowed to charge the author as if every copy had 
been subscribed fir at 4s. 2d,, and of course he receives the 
same profit as the rest of the trade for thoseretailed in bis shop.’ 
Not being practically acquainted with the bookselling 
business, it is probable that in the remarks we are about 
to make we shall fall into‘some errors ; but as we have no 
— object to'sefve; ‘we afe quite open to correction. 
iret of alkthen, it’ appeats'to tis that whether the book- 
sellers’ tbe or'be'not too large, the mode adopted 
by Mr Babbage to estimate'it is not the correct one. On 
a six-shilling volte, Mr age’s for instance, a book. 
seller gets a profit of 1s. 6i.‘or 1¥. 104., ‘that is 33 or 44 
percent. Now if-this Were ‘an average profit there could 
be no hesitation in Reha ia Fi too large, but that is 
not the fact ;'it is thé highest gross profit on a book bought 
and sold: ¢mmediately, ‘and* rofit is fixed at the rate 
mentioned, to enable the bookseller to stistain losses un- 
avoidably incurred in’ the: purchase and retail of other 
books. It may be that the profit is too high even for 
that een and that we think probable; but still it 
should borne -in’‘ mind that the principle must be 
recognised unless the whole economy of the book-trade 
be changed. Mr Babbage indeed says, in the extract 
above, ‘It cannot’be pretended that this high rate of pro- 
fit is necessary to cover the risk of the seller having 
some copies left on his shelves ; because he need not buy 
of the publisher a single copy more than he has orders for.’ 
Now, is there not a fallacy hate ? It is true, if thebookseller 
is a mere agent, he need buy only the books ordered of 
him, but the question to be asked here is,—Is he a mere 
agent? We think the answer must be—Certainly not. A 
part of his business it is true may consist of mere agency ; 
inasmuch as some of his eustomers on seeing a book an- 
nouaced may send to him to buy it: in this case he need 
buy no more. than he is ordered, and his profit (taking the 
single case) may be too much. But this is only a part 
and we should imagine but a small part of many book- 
sellers’ businesses. - For the remainder ‘tyrant custom ’ 
has made hecessary a shop and a general assortment of 
books, ‘by the exhibition.of which, the chanee customer 
and the regular one too, may be tempted to expend their 
money. Mr Babbage’s argument .pres that this 
is unnecessary, and he instances the case of a purchaser 
enquiring, for, a book, and the’ retail dealer sending 
across the street to the wholesale agent for it. ‘But surely 
this is taking a very partial view of the business, for in the 
very instance cited itisten to ‘one that the wholesale 
agent does not live across the street, and if so, the 
probability is that the purchaser walks on to another shop 
and there makes his purchase. Hence proceeds the. in- 
ducenient to have a shop and furnish, it. with .probable 
articles of sale. But this js notall. Experience we are 
peraeced is conclusive as to the fact, that the bringing of 
ks in contact as it were, with purchasers, is one of the 
principal means of diffusing them. A gentleman goes into 
a shop.to buy a volume; while he waits he sees a variety 
of books which he has seen advertised ; something about 
them, a passage he may chance to read, the beauty of their 
exterior, their cheapness with relation to their size, or 
something before uncontemplated, takes his fancy, and 
the cofsequénce is, either an immediate addi to his 
rag! or the and heen hee » Be _ 

r the advantage. of having as: an ntage in whi 
bookselle penrenpeuantestbertans ali more or less 
interested. With regard to'the profit, thavit should be 


nominall on all is necessa ity, it. is 
ouly igor some + aid though it oe yeni that 


j 





le book, abot Ne y=: Pa book. 
ler has bought other i ¢ we do 
not see how it is mer oy of conditions on 


which only he can carry on his business. In other words, 
abo ere assume, is obliged to keep a stoek f books, 
that stock must for convenience sake consist of what are 
called standard books, and some of the modern and fugitive 
publications of the day. Now what is his rate of 
proton all these books? 33 per cent Mr- 

would say if he sell them all. But this jf over. 
turns*the | whole! argument, anil gonverts the 38 per tent 
into a merely nominal profit.. The reality we have no 
means of knowing; and st must vary with every individual's 
business, but .common observation will enable us to 
approximate towards the truth. Some, years ago the 
principal booksellers gave -evideace on the subject of 
copyright, from which it appeared that but a small pro- 
portion of the books published met with. sufficient sale to 
cover expences, It follows from this that on a consider, 
able number of works published by the trade there must 
be a loss,* and therefore no statement of a bookseller’s 
profit can be correct, which does not take into considera- 
tion the losses which he has to. set off against. it. In 
order to estimate whether the nominal. rate of profit is 
too high it would be desirable to know what is the av 
profit a bookseller makes on a given number of oo 
within a given time. Eyen this eannot be ascertained 
by the public, but he may learn something from, the 
following generalities :— 

On a certain number of books he gets 33 per cent, on 
some even 44 per cent., but there are many by. which he 
loses all that be expends, and others on which the returns 
vary from the highest profit to the greatest ible loss. 
The result is something like this, which might Le a book- 
seller’s account for a given period. 


Books benght :— 

Cost £400, the whole sold for £576 
400, ditto 
400, three-fourths sold 
400, ditto 
200, twothirds sold . 
100, one-third sold. 
10?, one-fourth sold . 


532 
432 
400 nothing 
177 loss £23 ; 114 per ct. 
45 55 ; 55 
33 a7 ; 67 
2195 
2000 


Profit £195 


ee 


Net profit £195 or 94 per ct. 
mt gi of 98 t. sda. 
of quate; no Aout many booksellers do butter; there tan be'as Nic 
that some do worse. ‘ So 
‘Our limits oblige us to, stop ‘here. © Probably in our 
next humber we shall return to the subject. 


* Not, perhaps, on the majority, because a great many @re 

ublished at the risk of the authors, with respect toowhich the 

Her’s. risk is confined to such sums as he may have ad. 
vanced for paper, printing, or ‘ by anticipation,’ to the author. 








JOURNEYING ON THE GREAT WESTERN 
CANAL, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
TO THE TATLER, 
Dear Tatier,—I think I left you somewhere in sight 
of Salina or Syracuse, in the State of New York,—or 
rather you left me thereabouts,—but Me tea reat 
on to the Lakes together; all this wild’ country is’ stilb 
new to us, and almost everything yet to be:said of it in 
detail; for it is telling us nothing to say that ‘the waters 
Eri : e oe eves ae track, ‘and 
in artery far the commerce of this country ;:and 
wehave heard of these vast Lakes, seas, 
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eae et wiiled apdirt, whose waves 
ro here vr rd whose mar- 


gins are yet for the most patt wild aiid unexplored, still 
untrodden ‘wilderness, and will be’ for many years to 
come; not including the still ‘nore remoté and western, 
on which the sumerous ‘steam-boats between Buffalo and 
Detroit have yet made‘ no sign,’* no call ;’ great part of 
Haron, the Michigan and Su s &ei' Iw travelling, if 
not minute, we are nothing: do I care, for instance, 
for this man’s or that man’s getting over s0 mach land or 
water, if he will not condescend to let me know familiarly 
what he hears and sees within a few yards of him—what 
people say, what he says, what he does. General features 
of a country are always barren ; so is generalizing alto- 
ther ; and thence it is, I think, that we yet want a good 
entertaining traveller for America, Mr de Vigne sa 

little or nothing, considering the quantity of ground he 
got over} and Mrs Trollope staid so'long at Cincinnati 
and oe that she was obliged to wade all the rest in 

ities: Yn ' f nw ‘ 

I do think, apropos of this diversified way of seein 
things, that I could send ‘you twenty papers—trve, anid 
and of course highly imteresting papers, of my travels, 
without stirring a peg further towards the lakes, or even 
peeping out of one of the fourteen windows of the packet- 
line canal-boat; nor indeed’ will I stir an inch farther 
this whole rT, just to’shew you that I an: not a hasty 
traveller ! above all, am extremely ‘capricious. But 
I have better reasons, and as plenty as berries: first 
of all, 1 wish to mention Onondago Hollow, just over the 

io sailors would ee of our boat not 
two miles behind us,—a very pecu easant village, 
of two rival stores, two churches, cotetly one tavern’! 
aml there I have a kind of dreamy recollection of having 
had the nicest breakfast (when travelling on four wheels) 
of anywhere ow the road; the s were more 
tender, the eggs fresher, bread nicer, butter more aro- 
matic, pickles of a more delicate conservation,’ coffee 
stronger, green young hyson, of more of the Hoppo fra- 
grance! Yes, verily, this was the most pleasant ‘ Hollow’ 
{ came across t’other side the Atlantic: The cause of 
all this. sat demurely in a corner of the room, as we 
worked away with the increased appetites of a cold, 
vamped, teasing, dark, wet night. There she sat, a very 
pretty creature, the da r of the house. She ‘ tended 
on the stage-folks,’ but in such a way as to let us know 
she was .no_ servant. Dear girl !-don’t imagine | dared 
accuse you; mine was a glance of entreaty for another 
cup of tea—the half-s ‘will you be so kind !’ 
{ was, besides, patticdlar paying honiage with my eyes; 
but I have reason to think she took no more notice of me 
than of daddy’s tem-cat, who sat the very image of sleepy 
wisdom on a sunny chair, not far from this fair daughter 
of this Hollow. Said I to myself, that girl will 
make a good wife; witness these steaks, , toast, tea and 
coffee! twas the very touchstone of a dainty housewife’s 
merit. Now, whether she was destined to be the wife of a 
smartish Jehu who drove us, and who uttered not one word 
morethan, ‘ Well, Rachael, how goesit?’ to-her, or of some 
other expectorating lout, I cannot form any notion—but 
she was a great deal too good for any I happened to meet 
on this line of road, even all the way from Buffalo, Why 
have [forgotten her 's name, oy the name tile 
sign ? he, poor man, was excessively busy, serving j 
out, heel og ia his bar—gin sting and whiskey 
and round about. the penetralia pinned to the walls and 
, the. * Almighty.” 
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aa 


iter? 
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seems 


Hallo there! boat‘ ahoy! pull up a } under that 
’ere bridge; that I may jump off 4 —what savages they 
are, they never stop—so Lan along, soon caught them, 
and getting on the next bridge, jumped down on the roof 
and deck, just as she glided under it; a little urchin, with 
a basket of chesnuts: fresh gathered, did the same, and 
soon sold his little cargo—two cents for a handfull. 
When I got down.in the cabin, there were two judges, 
one captain, and a grocer, still. ata game at whist, which 
had already lasted ‘pretty considerable’ from one meal to 
another. ‘ Judge—Just shew me that ’ere last trick.’ — 
‘ Well, Sir, I guess you can see it.’——* Well, any how I’ve 
played off the damndest !’"—* Captain—May be you led 
trumps ?’—‘ Gosh, partner, that’s a » and no 
backing out.’—‘ Judge—Sir, you’re on the sly! Well, 
now, you’re a ’cute un! hum!’ (a pause).—‘ Second 
Judge—Come, gentlemen, keep moving, we’ve fixed you 
to the nine holes any how! .ha, ha! The steward’s 
awaiting to set the tables. Whereaway are we now ?” 
—‘ Why, Sir, it’s my. opinion. we an’t' got to the nine- 
mile creek by a good bit,’ 

[To be continued.) 








A LIST OF SWEETNESSES. 

"Tis sweet to love in early life, 

When youth is in its bounding spring, 
And day succeeds to day, more ri 

With of gladness on its wing; 
When the fresh spirit’s burning touch. 

Can give to day-dreams hues of brightness, 
And seems reality to. cletch, ; ; 

Each vision formed by fancy’s lightness. 


Tis sweet whea ae the fear reg 
Is but to wound another's : 
When pardon treads opon the heel 
Of each offence that caused a smart ; 
Th Tater life we cannot yet $ 
The heart, as it grows old, touglier ; 
And the proud spit, naniy Seal, 
Will wreak revenge, though self may suffer. 
” Tid sweet to hang upon a smile, 
To dwet! upon one gentle word, 
Believes in what is seen and heard: ’ 
In later life @ smile’s.a lie, rs ah 
A word is but a fiend-like traitor, ° 
That lures as.with it to the sky, , 

To drop us over Etna’s Crater. . ' 
"Tis sweet to foppify one’s forms) | = 
ln hopes to please the we loves «5 «> 

Llow the warm life-pulse more warm, 
If we but think those eyes approve. 
A Bere a i” 
‘he cravat t nah 
As wlien we deem that to caleae ee 
It's sttidied influetice must be killing. 
“Ti beds eaiek O of 1 Af fre. “ 
ear t : 
We frei biny écli geet wn 
In which Heaven forn'd ou 
In later tife now, we should say,— © 
« Why « hata size is my rt 
'Tis certain L was in the er 
- Where nature gave away noses.” | 
"Tis ‘eweel to sit beside that one =~ 
Whom we would challenge from a-world, © 
As doom’d by Love and Fate our own, 
Eve we were on 


vf 


names 
In poits eé made W's is jomer. 
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’Tis sweet to hear.a kind e's ' 
Wve faitufel Lite heo baked its msde 


To see affection's ae 
Smile on the passion wwe plead : 
We never think, poor souls, not we, 
The fairour pleading could not suffer, 
utter’d on a bending knee, 
Had she but, had another offer. 
And more than all the rest, “tis sweet 
To walk by with one dear, 
Teo clesp her waist, and soft 
ee io her areas _ 
’Tis sweet—but why enumerate 
The thousand sweetnesses of passion ? 
Since many doom’d to love b. Fate, 
Find out its sweetuesses by fashion, 





——— = 


GANYMEDE. 
( From the German of Goethe.) 


Rovunp me in morning splendour glows 

Beloved, delicious Spring! revealing 
Fresh joys, until my heart o'enflows 

With ever vehement and holy feeling. 
Thee, had I in these arms, O Spring! 

Upon thy breast I lie and languish ; 

Vato thy flowers and grasses cling. 

Thou cool’st my. bosom's burning anguish, 
Sweet wind! through which the nightingale 
To me calls fondly from its misty vate. 
I come? I¢ome! But where ? above !— 
The clouds ineline to longing love. 

To me !—in your lap ap ! eabraced, 
Embracing ' Father, in thy bosom placed ¢ 7 


———— ee ——— 


THEATRICALS. 


Haymarxer. 
A NEW serious drama, entitled 4 Duel ia: Richelien’s 
Time, was last night produced at this theatre. The story 
is of the time of Louis the Thirteenth of France, when 
Cardinal Richelieu held the reins of power, In the first 
act we find Madame (the widow) de Luynes( Miss Taylor) 
imploring the Count de Chalais (Mr Vining) to exert his 
interest with the: King (of whom~he isa favourite) in 
behalf of Le Duc de Chartreua (Mr Cooper) whose life 
has become forfeited.’ The favourite has been long ena- 
moured of Madame de Luynes, notwithstanding which he 
is not forward to undertake her suit, until a word, dropt 
from her in the impetwosity of the moment, lets him into 
the secret that: his’ love is returned: He leayes her, 
repairs to the King, and obtains the patdon. Meantime 
the courtiers appear, speculating on the events of the 
day; the most conspicuous among them is Armand de 
Retz, Abbé de Gondi (Mr Webster), a dissolute son of the 
church, whose devotion is chiefly to the fair sex, and who 


makes no secret of his ‘ean He communicates to 
n 








his companion that the has got a new mistress, 
Madame de Luynes. s is everheard by De Chalais, 
who loudly denounces.the of the report ; words 
ensue in consequence between him and the, Abbé, and a 
duel is to be fought between them at 6 the next morning. 
At this moment news is brought ofthe disgrace of Riche- 
lieu, and of the-appointment of De Ohalais. The duel 
is however to take place all'the same. The Ducide Char- 
treuz here enters, accompanied by Madame de Luynes, 





between whom and the Duke it appears @ marriage, until 
then undisclosed, had taken place two yeags before. The 
morning. arrives, and the Count de Chalais is in bis apart. 
went. preparing for the duel; be entrusts his, 
with. two letters, one for his mother, the other forthe 
Duchesse de Chartreuz, to be delivered after a’ certain 
time. These letters are placed. in a cabinet. same § 
the Duchess enters, informs him that Richelieu is 
himself accnsed of treason; and intreats him to-fly im- 
mediately. While they are together, the Dake, whois to 
be. De Chalais’ second, k at the door; the lady 
hastily retreats to a cabinet, They talk of the 
ing duel; she overhears them; the Duke accidentally 
gets a.glimpse of her, but does not suspect who she is; 
e retires; she emerges from her retreat, and intreats 
De Chalaigto fiy for safety ; he will not listen; the hour 
arrives; she detains him; .at length he breaks from her. 
He arrives too late at the place of combat ; the Duke had 
fought instead and got wounded ; he however re-attacks 
the Abbé, and wounds him dangerously. De Chalais, 
finding how matters stand at court, makes preparations to 
fly; the Duchess is to accompany him. The confiding 
Duke her. husband is all this time inconscious of his 
wrongs. But discovery is at hand; De Chalaie’s hotel is 
searched by order of the Cardinal; among his papers the 
fatal. letter to the Duchess is. found me A Cardinal for- 
wards it.to the Duke; the Jatter.is horror-struck; to find 
it a declaration of love; he secretly vows vengeance, and 
an exciting interview takes place between him and his 
wife. In.the midst of it De Chaleis arrives, and ‘at the 
same moment it is announced that the officers of Govern~ 
ment are in the, house in search of him. The Duke anti- 
cipates them, forces De Chaluis. out, they fight, and Be 
Chalais falls. The Duke returns, tells. the officers: that 


| De Chalais nag just destroyed himself, and announces to 


the Duchess. that.they must separate for ever. 
The piece way heard with attention, and given out for 
to“marrow nem. or. 








TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

A paper on Fime by our valuablé correspondent, M. L. G. ia 
our next. 

Several short articles, theatrical and miscellaneous, are una- 

voidably omitted, 

en 
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